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5. Relationship Between Jigoro Kano and Ariya Honda

Ken-ichi HIGASHI  (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze the relation between Jigoro Kano (1860-1938) and
Ariya Honda (1871-1949) in chronological order and to elucidate their relationship. The re-
search method used here is material analysis.

The results of the research have concluded as follows regarding the relationship between
Jigoro Kano and Ariya Honda.

Ariya Honda was born in a family of Shizoku (a warrior class) in Tatebayashi, Gunma Pre-
fecture. Ariya came to Tokyo and started his Judo practices under the guidance of Jigoro
Kano. He was 19 years old when he was certificated as Sho-dan (the first dan-grade) by Ko-
dokan. Along with his engagement in Judo, Ariya participated in a Japanese traditional
swimming stylistic school, Suifuryu-Ohtaha, and later became a master in the school. At the
age of 26, while continuing his training both in Judo and Suifuryu-Ohtaha, he entered Tokyo
School of Foreign Languages, a predecessor of the present Tokyo University of Foreign Stud-
ies, where he studied Korean in Korean Language Major. He was 29 years old when he at-
tained a position of assistant professor in the major at the same time as his graduation. In
this way, Ariya engaged himself aspiringly in his Korean Language study as well as in Judo
and Suifuryu-Ohtaha swimming practice. It is also notable that he is the founder of Judo
Club in Tokyo School of Foreign Languages.

In his swim career, Ariya couched Suifuryu-Ohtaha swimming in a private school founded
by Jigoro Kano. He also taught in Tokyo Higher Normal School and its attached junior high
school. In his Judo career, he gave technical coaching at Kodokan as well as teaching Korean
as a professor at Tokyo School of Foreign Languages. Ariya continued Judo coaching in Kodo-

kan even after his retirement from the school, and started his study in Judo again under the
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tuition of Jigoro Kano. Ariya’s research achievement is especially prominent in the field of
women’s Judo. Holding important position in Kodokan office, he received Hachi-dan (the &
th dan-grade) certification in 1944 at the age of 73, and was also awarded the title of “ Kodo-
kan Genrou~ by Kodokan in 1946 at the age of 76.

From the result of analysis indicated above, it has been shown that Ariya Honda played an
active role in spreading Suifuryu-Ohtaha swimming and coaching Judo as Jigoro Kano's

“Right-hand man” |, and successively held important posts at Kodokan office in his later
years. In the meantime, his contribution on Korean Language education was also quite con-
siderable. The further reevaluation of Ariya Honda should be expected regarding his remark-

able achievements both in Kodokan and Tokyo School of Foreign Languages.
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