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Abstract

Kano Jigoro (1860-1938) was the founder of Kodokan Judo and an educator serving as president
of Tokyo Higher Normal School for years. He also continued to serve in various positions as
member of the International Olympic Committee. He had been abroad for 13 times in his lifetime,
out of which nine times were to the United States and Europe and four times were to Qing
Dynasty or the Republic of China. The purpose of the travel was to promote Judo and participate
in Olympic Games and international conferences. It has been often said that the productive result
of his each visit was contributed to Kano’s high foreign language ability.

The aim of this study was to analyze and discuss facts concerning Kano’s foreign language
learning and to apply the results to further studies of Kano Jigoro. The approach of the study was
by extracting and analyzing the facts concerning Kano’s foreign language learning appeared in his
literary writings.

The results of the study concluded as follows regarding Kano’s foreign language learning;

1) He mainly used English when he communicates with foreign people. He also spoke French
and German and was able to communicate with Chinese through writing.

2) He learned English and German in private schools from when he was 13. He majored in
English in a national language school from 15 years old. At the year of 18, he entered The
University of Tokyo, where he learned English from foreign teachers. His English skill was
mainly developed during this period.

3) Kano started to learn Chinese from 11 years old. He also learned it in evening classes at The
University of Tokyo. Those enabled him to write Chinese.

4) Like Kano said himself, his English ability had been improved through visiting foreign
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countries and welcoming foreign guests in Japan.
5) He made various proposals for improving English education in Japan.
6) By comparing Kano’s overseas travels and his statements on leaning foreign languages
chronologically, very interesting results have appeared.
From the result of the analysis indicated above, it has been shown that Kano’s foreign language
learning is deeply related to his experiences of using foreign languages in and out of Japan. The

results added another research questions for future studies.
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