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Abstract

This study is aimed at the consideration of future problem of judo in Japan, from the points of
sports and the mass media, the Olympic Games and commercialism, the Olympic Games and ama-
teurism, steps by IJF for the media, and proceeds and diffusion by IJF.

With the verification from the references relevant to the topic, as follows have been found:

1. As the Television becomes the main means of the media, plainness and interestingness for

the audience, such as change of rules and timetables in the tournaments, have been acquired.

2. The policy of Peter Ueberroth has been leading the commercialism of sports, which sells

exclusive official sponsor rights, bids for the television rights, and expects the proceeds from
the admission. This commercialism has become one of the essential ideas of all the Olympic

events.
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3. Commercializing with “official” items has made possible for the professionals to participate
in the Olympic Games. Another idea for this is that the idea of amateurism had latently been
stemmed from the discriminative consciousness of the privileged. ‘

4. Juan Antonio Samaranch claimed that “An event in the Olympics can't survive unless it does
not have a high audience rating on TV.” Under such a main idea, the President of IJF Yong
Sung Park has reformed its rules of judo with his slogan “judo appealing to audience and the
media’ , which included adopting blue judo-gi and golden score, shortening the duration of
osae-komi, change of the penalty rules and decision in red zone.

5.1JF have made efforts to improve the judo in each continent, by means of seminars for
coaches, and Olympic Solidarity. This attempt has achieved a remarkable success, and has
given birth to world-class champions from minor areas such as Africa, Middle East, and South
America. The fund for this has been mostly raised from the profit of the Olympic Games.

6. To reach the ideal international style of judo, Japan needs to make more positive approach
to the problems between Olympic and the media, and approach to the ideas of the President
Park Yung Sung and the Refereeing Director Juan Barcos.

7.1JF has drastically changed its rules, which have caused serious mistakes by referees. Now is
the time when the international idea of judo needs to come back the original Japanese idea
of judo, which should consequently lead to the fusion in rules of Japanese and international
judo.
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