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3. The organization of Zoshikai-suijutsu by Jigoro Kano

Hisashi Sanada (University of Tsukuba)

Abstract

In 1899, Kano organized sujjutsu for the students at his private school, Zoshikai, and
consequently suijutsu was named Zoshikai-suijutsu. Most of the swimming styles taught were
derived from Nihon Yuejjutsu written by Ota Sutezo (1825-1892), who had tried to integrate all
the traditional swimming styles. Kano agreed with the idea of Nihon Yuejjutsu, and tried to
spread this swimming style by holding swimming athletic meetings and introducing a step-
system like that in judo.

Kano tried to integrate all the traditional swimming styles, he organized Zoshikai-suijutsu for
the training of the young body and for cultivation of the mind.
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